
There are many ways that our cultural norms in today’s society effect the environment, one way 

that we may not always consider is individualism. History shows us that humans have made a great shift 

from living and working as a group towards emphasis being placed on the individual. Think about the 

phone, when the phone was a new marvel you were lucky if your town had one phone for everyone to 

share, then it shifted to individual households having a phone for the family to share, and now we all 

have our own personal phone in our pockets. Let’s be honest, no one today would want to share a 

phone with their entire family. Why? Because of social expectations, it would be weird to share. And we 

have come to extend that concept to most things in life. Whatever it is, I need to have one of my own, 

the concept of widespread sharing has become foreign. And as we can imagine this has had a 

tremendous impact on how we use our resources. In terms of producing, packaging, shipping, and 

eventually disposing of enough goods to satisfy our individualistic demands. 

 

The Switzerland based project Pumpipumpe is striving to effect change in this area by bringing 

back the sharing community of yester year. Pumpipumpe creates stickers to be placed on mailboxes 

depicting different goods that one neighbor is willing to share with others. The goal is to bring a 

neighborly feeling back into the neighbor hood, the 

stickers provide a means for neighbors to express that 

they are willing to share, and eliminate the awkwardness 

of asking to borrow.  

 

The idea was 

initially formed to 

enable those with 

bike pumps to 

indicate to fellow 

cyclists that they could knock and use theirs in the case of a flat 

tire — hence the name Pumpipumpe. The scheme has since 

expanded into a system that allows neighbors to advertise any 

object available to borrow. Those who want to take part can 

simply order a pack of stickers from the project’s website. Each 

sticker is a small blue square that features illustrations including a 

bike pump, lawn mower, kitchen scale, children’s toys, and even internet access and fancy dress 

costumes. The idea is that homeowners place the stickers for the items they have on their mailbox so 



passersby can know that they are good to knock on the door. This system could also be especial 

effective on college campuses. 

The neighborhood aspect of this project is especially critical, imagining having this same system on the 

internet. You would be terrified to share your items with internet strangers, but sharing your lawn 

mower with your next door neighbor is way less intimidating. If he doesn’t give it back just knock on the 

door. There is no hiding behind a computer, which we definitely need more of as a society. We need to 

remember how to get out and meet face to face, be neighborly, and remember how to share; In order 

to better our societies and to stop taking such a toll on Mother Nature. 

 


